SALVATION
The most important thing to understand about the plan of salvation is that it is God’s plan, not humanity’s
plan. Humanity’s plan of salvation would be observing religious rituals or obeying certain commands or
achieving certain levels of spiritual enlightenment. But none of these things are part of God’s plan of salvation.
This simple, yet profound, question is the most important question that can be asked. "How can I be
saved?" deals with where we will spend eternity after our lives in this world are over. There is no more
important issue than our eternal destiny. Thankfully, the Bible is abundantly clear on how a person can be
saved.
Question: "How can I be saved?"
How can I be saved? Why do I need to be saved?
We are all infected with sin (Romans 3:23). We are born with sin (Psalm 51:5), and we all personally choose to
sin (Ecclesiastes 7:20; 1 John 1:8). Sin is what makes us unsaved. Sin is what separates us from God. Sin is what
has us on the path to eternal destruction.
Again, we need to be saved because we have sinned. The Bible declares that everyone has sinned (Ecclesiastes
7:20; Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8). Sin is rebellion against God. We all choose to actively do things that are wrong.
Sin harms others, damages us, and, most importantly, dishonors God. The Bible also teaches that, because
God is holy and just, He cannot allow sin to go unpunished. The punishment for sin is death (Romans 6:23) and
eternal separation from God (Revelation 20:11–15). Without God’s plan of salvation, eternal death is the
destiny of every human being.
How can I be saved? Saved from what?
Because of our sin, we all deserve death (Romans 6:23). While the physical consequence of sin is physical
death, that is not the only kind of death that results from sin. All sin is ultimately committed against an eternal
and infinite God (Psalm 51:4). Because of that, the just penalty for our sin is also eternal and infinite. What we
need to be saved from is eternal destruction (Matthew 25:46; Revelation 20:15).
How can I be saved? How did God provide salvation?
Because the just penalty for sin is infinite and eternal, only God could pay the penalty, because only He is
infinite and eternal. But God, in His divine nature, could not die. So God became a human being in the person
of Jesus Christ. God took on human flesh, lived among us, and taught us. When the people rejected Him and
His message, and sought to kill Him, He willingly sacrificed Himself for us, allowing Himself to be crucified
(John 10:15). Because Jesus Christ was human, He could die; and because Jesus Christ was God, His death had
an eternal and infinite value. Jesus’ death on the cross was the perfect and complete payment for our sin (1
John 2:2). He took the consequences we deserved. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead demonstrated that His
death was indeed the perfectly sufficient sacrifice for sin.
Again, in God’s plan of salvation, God Himself is the only one who can provide for our salvation. We are utterly
unable to save ourselves because of our sin and its consequences. God became a human being in the Person
of Jesus Christ (John 1:1, 14). Jesus lived a sinless life (2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; 1 John 3:5) and
offered Himself as a perfect sacrifice on our behalf (1 Corinthians 15:3; Colossians 1:22; Hebrews 10:10). Since
Jesus is God, His death was of infinite and eternal value. The death of Jesus Christ on the cross fully paid for
the sins of the entire world (1 John 2:2). His resurrection from the dead demonstrated that His sacrifice was
indeed sufficient and that salvation is now available.

How can I be saved? What do I need to do?
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). God has already done all of the work. All you
must do is receive, in faith, the salvation God offers (Ephesians 2:8-9). Fully trust in Jesus alone as the payment
for your sins. Believe in Him, and you will not perish (John 3:16). God is offering you salvation as a gift. All you
have to do is accept it. Jesus is the way of salvation (John 14:6).
Again, in Acts 16:31, a man asked the apostle Paul how to be saved. Paul’s response was, “Believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” The way to follow God’s plan of salvation is to believe. That is the only
requirement (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8–9). God has provided for our salvation through Jesus Christ. All we
must do is receive it, by faith, fully trusting in Jesus alone as Savior (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). That is God’s plan of
salvation.
If you are ready to follow God’s plan of salvation, place your faith in Jesus as your Savior. Change your mind
from embracing sin and rejecting God to rejecting sin and embracing God through Jesus Christ. Fully trust in
the sacrifice of Jesus as the perfect and complete payment for your sins. If you do this, God’s Word promises
that you will be saved, your sins will be forgiven, and you will spend eternity in heaven. There is no more
important decision. Place your faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior today!
Are you ready to place your faith in Jesus Christ today?
If you agree with the following questions, the Bible makes it clear that you are saved/delivered from the
penalty of sin and death and you are a child of God:
Do you agree and understand that we all have sinned and that our sin is what separates us from God and is
the very reason we need to be saved (delivered from sin)?
Now that you have agreed with God that you have sinned against God (confession), is it your desire to turn
from that sin (repentance) and allow the power of the Holy Spirit to help you live a life that is pleasing to God?
Do you believe that Jesus is God and that His payment for our sins on the cross (His death) fully paid for your
sins and wipes out the death penalty of your sin and now offers you eternal life with Him in heaven?
Is it your desire to pursue Jesus and understand who He is and to live your life in obedience to God and His
Word (the Bible)?
Do these questions express the desire of your heart? If yes, you are saved – you are a child of God – your
eternal home is heaven!
Next Steps
1) Water Baptism (your next step in obedience - God calls us to repent and be baptized)
2) Grow in your understanding of who God is and what it means to be a Christ follower. Get in a
Discovery Group / Bible Study.
3) Plug into a Spiritual Community (church or group of believers)
4) Share this good news with others!

If you have trusted Christ for salvation or have questions and would like to talk more about this, please let us
know! Here are some people to contact:
- Friends or neighbors who volunteer with Mission Southside
- Mission Southside - 913-393-2200
Sources and helpful links:
https://www.gotquestions.org/questions_salvation.html

ASSURANCE OF SALVATION
Question: "How can I have assurance of my salvation?"
Answer: Many followers of Jesus Christ look for the assurance of salvation in the wrong places. We tend to
seek assurance of salvation in the things God is doing in our lives, in our spiritual growth, in the good works
and obedience to God’s Word that is evident in our Christian walk. While these things can be evidence of
salvation, they are not what we should base the assurance of our salvation on. Rather, we should find the
assurance of our salvation in the objective truth of God’s Word. We should have confident trust that we are
saved based on the promises God has declared, not because of our subjective experiences.
How can you have assurance of salvation?
Consider 1 John 5:11–13: “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He
who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.” Who is it that has
the Son? It is those who have believed in Him (John 1:12). If you have Jesus, you have life. Not temporary life,
but eternal.
God wants us to have assurance of our salvation
We should not live our Christian lives wondering and worrying each day whether or not we are truly saved.
That is why the Bible makes the plan of salvation so clear. Believe in Jesus Christ (John 3:16; Acts 16:31). “If
you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved” (Romans 10:9). Have you repented? Do you believe that Jesus died to pay the penalty for your
sins and rose again from the dead (Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)? Do you trust Him alone for salvation? If
your answer to these questions is “yes,” you are saved! Assurance means freedom from doubt. By taking
God’s Word to heart, you can have no doubt about the reality of your eternal salvation.
Jesus Himself assures those who believe in Him: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one
can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch
them out of my Father’s hand” (John 10:28–29). Eternal life is just that—eternal. There is no one, not even
yourself, who can take Christ’s God-given gift of salvation away from you.
Take joy in what God’s Word is saying to you: instead of doubting, we can live with confidence! We can have
the assurance from Christ’s own Word that our salvation will never be in question. Our assurance of salvation
is based on the perfect and complete salvation God has provided for us through Jesus Christ.

Sources and helpful links:
https://www.gotquestions.org/questions_salvation.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/assurance-salvation.html

